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Grant Provides Leadership Academy for 
Instructional Leaders

Music Students Perform During Governor’s Visit
Dunkirk High School music students and alumni recently performed, under the direction of DHS music teacher Jenniene Scarem, at 
Governor Cuomo’s recent visit to Dunkirk to announce the repowering and expansion of the Dunkirk Power Plant. “The incredible talents 
of these young people helped make the event a great success,” stated Governor Andrew M. Cuomo in a letter addressed to Jenniene Scarem. 
The governor’s 
announcement 
was the 
culmination 
of Senator 
Catharine Young 
and the entire 
community’s 
effort to keep 
the plant in 
operation. 

The Dunkirk City School District has been awarded a Title I School 
Improvement Grant (SIG) which must be used to provide professional 
development opportunities for building and instructional leaders outside 
of the normal contractual day. With the approval of the superintendent 
and the Board of Education, the District has instituted a Saturday Leadership Academy. 

The professional development sessions were specifically designed to meet the requirements 
of the SIG, the Regents Reform Agenda, and the individual needs as identified by the 
administrators. The professional development opportunities are made up of seven Saturday 
sessions to address the most critical needs of the District and will minimally include the 
following topics:

•	 Annual	Professional	Performance	Review	(APPR)
•	 District	Comprehensive	Improvement	Plan	(DCIP),	School	Comprehensive	Education	
•	 Plan	(SCEP),	Diagnostic	Tool	for	School	&	District	Effectiveness	(DTSDE)	
•	 Common	Core	Learning	Standards	(CCLS)	Modules	
•	 Structured	Instruction	Observation	Protocol	(SIOP)
•	 Best	Practices	and	Strategies	for	Improving	Student	Achievement	for	English	Language	

Learners (ELLs) and Students with Disabilities (SWDs)

The district’s administrators are not only enjoying the collaboration time with their colleagues, 
they are walking away with stronger aligned instructional leadership skills and applying their 
newly learn practices to promote a positive, safe learning environment for our students.
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Readers Theater Comes Alive 
with Marionette Puppets
Students in Mrs. Angela DiCara’s fifth-grade 
reading class performed skits to culminate 
the novel Esperanza Rising, by Pam Munoz 
Ryan, from the fifth-grade reading module. 
“Readers Theater is an interpretive activity in 
which children practice and perform for others 
a scripted reading.” (Rinehart,1999). 

Marionette puppets depicting the characters 
were used by the students to act out scenes 
from the novel that stressed major themes 
from their reading. The students worked in 
pairs or triads to write scripts from the novel 
with their own embellishments to add meaning 
to the performance of the scene. Next, they 
drew scenery for the backdrop to go along 
with their scene. The real fun and work came 
while practicing their scripts and to make the 
puppets come to life with their oral expression. 
Trying to maneuver the stings and reading 
the script was both challenging and exciting. 
Making the puppets dance to music and 
getting them into a car was quite the challenge. 

The students met many learning targets 
with this activity. They performed the tasks seriously and realized the possibilities that 
are accomplished with effort. The skits were performed for Mr. Genovese and their 
classmates who thoroughly enjoyed them.  

Putting Common Core into Action
Fifth-grade students from Mr. Adams and Mr. Lilga’s classes at School #4 recently 
completed the story Esperanza Rising, one of the books in the module “Story of Human 
Rights.” The culminating activity for this module was a Reader’s Theater in which 
students adapted the story into a script and then performed the skit for their classmates. 
Students chose costumes and props, as well as a backdrop for their scenes. 

The students invited Mrs. Texter, the principal, to their performances and she was so 
impressed that she chose five students to rewrite and combine their scripts, memorize 
their lines, and practice their roles for a school-wide performance. At the PBIS assembly, 
these hard working fifth-graders performed their skit flawlessly and provided the 
younger students with just enough information to have them excited to read Esperanza 
Rising when they are in fifth-grade. The fifth-graders who performed were Paige 
Winford, Mia Piede, Yadieliz Rodriguez, Edgardo Febus, and Dominic Corsi.

Scootpad 
Leaders
Students have been working hard 
to become Scootpad leaders.  Each 
day they login to Scootpad on the 
computers and iPads to work on 
ELA, math and spelling. At the end 
of each week, the top three students 
with the most correct answers get 
their names added to the Scootpad 
Leader’s bulletin board.

A pizza party was given for 60 
top	winners	from	October	through	
January 1.

Scootpad is aligned to the Common 
Core Standards. 

 
Students from the following 
classrooms participated in Scootpad: 
Mrs. Caccamise, Mrs. Frazier, Ms. 
Coniglio, Mrs. Gawronski, Mrs. 
Adams, Ms Blahowicz, Mrs. Dolce, 
Ms. Nenno.
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Primary Students Begin a New 
Reading Curriculum
This fall the Kindergarten through second-grade students 
began a new reading curriculum based on the Common 
Core	Learning	Standards.	One	strand	to	the	two-part	
curriculum is called Listening and Learning. Through 
this strand, the students learn about a vast number of 
topics based on social studies and science topics through 
both fiction and non-fiction stories. These topics range 
from Nursery Rhymes to The Human Body to The 
Ancient Greek Civilization. Each topic is about 3 weeks 
long and engages the students through read-aloud stories, 
vivid pictures and interactive questioning to promote 
listening comprehension, vocabulary development, 
background knowledge and speaking in clear and 
complete sentences. The students are fully engaged in 
their learning during this time of the day and teachers 
and parents are seeing the students carry their learning 
over into other parts of the day, including home and after 
school programs. 

The second strand of the reading curriculum is called 
Skills. During this time the students are learning the 
appropriate basic and advanced code skills necessary 
to decode and read text. For each unit the students 
are introduced to a character or theme that is carried 
throughout a number of stories. Starting in the beginning of Kindergarten the stories are 
read to the whole group and then in approximately January the students also receive a 
copy of the book so that they can read it on their own or with a partner. Students receive 
their own copies of the books for each unit in grades one and two and are able to read 
them in the same manner as the students do in Kindergarten. 

Students are also taught writing during the Skills strand. During this part of Skills the 
students are taught letter formations, spelling, and grammar. They are also taught how to 
write narrative, informative, explanatory, and opinion pieces. 

So far, teachers have seen both growth and excitement about reading since incorporating 
this new, fun, interesting and rigorous curriculum.  

Pen Pals 
Learn 
About 
Human 
Rights 

This year, the students in Pam Pleszewski’s fifth-grade class at School 3 have exchanged 
pen-pal letters with Devyn Friedman, a Peace Corps volunteer serving in Guatemala. 
Ms. Friedman has been helpful in answering questions about the children living in 
Guatemala and School 3 students have had the opportunity to learn what life there is 
like for a child their age. The class prepared and sent a care package to Ms. Friedman to 
share with the children she works with. 

This activity ties in with the new Human Rights Module for fifth-grade. The children have 
held many class discussions and have learned about people’s rights in other countries.

Native 
American 
Dioramas 
After studying the 
major Native 
American 
tribes across 
the United States, 
students were assigned diorama 
models to showcase the various 
cultures. Mrs. Angela DiCara’s class 
from School #3 completed a project 
that showed the homes, clothing, 
modes of transportation, hunting, and 
other ways of life for a specific tribe. 
Students researched the tribe in small 
groups, wrote individual summaries, 
and completed the projects at home. 
The projects were so creative and 
detailed, anyone looking at them 
could tell easily which tribe was 
studied. Learning can be fun! 



4 Dunkirk City School District News 

Crafts and Cocoa
On	January	16,	over	50	students,	parents,	and	staff	
from School #4 enjoyed an evening of crafts and 
cocoa. Students were invited to different classrooms 
where they completed eight different crafts and then 
enjoyed some hot cocoa and cookies! 

Kindness Counts…
and Spreads
Marcella Dolce’s fifth-grade students put KINDNESS, 
the PBIS December character trait, into action. Each child 
received an envelope adorned with a red bow and their 
name. These “present receivers” hung outside the classroom 
door. As students came to school in the morning, they 
chose a stick with a classmate’s name and then wrote that 
classmate a short note telling them how they had been kind 
or showed kindness. Mrs. Dolce noted a nice effect from this 
experiment. She found it showed the students writing short 
notes to each other, such as ‘you are pretty’, expanded to 
more words describing specific ways students demonstrated 
the character trait of kindness. 

Principal Michele Heenan found this to be such a rewarding 
endeavor that she broached the idea at a faculty meeting. She 
asked the teachers if they would like to take on the character 
trait kindness challenge and tell their colleagues how they 
displayed this trait. Acceptance was immediate and the 
experiment spread. Envelopes with the names of all faculty 
and staff were hung on a bulletin board. Every morning, 
names were chosen and kind words were written and placed 
in the appropriate envelope. After two weeks, everyone’s 
envelope was delivered to them and warm feelings of 
kindness spread.

Linda Coniglio, second grade teacher shared, “It 
was uplifting to receive the little notes of kindness, 
encouragement and love. It was a wonderful way to spread 
kindness!” 

During the month of December, another part of the Kindness 
Counts Project at School #7 included older students reading 
to and working with the younger students. Ms. Symans 
stated that her kindergarten students benefitted from working 
with Mrs. Blahowicz’s third-graders making painted 
handprint placemats. These placemats were sent to senior 
citizens to show them our kindness. 

Kindness counts…let’s keep it going!

Gold Star Reading Party
On	Thursday,	November	7,	approximately	150	students	at	
School	#5	participated	in	the	first	quarter	Gold	Star	Reading	
Party. Students were eligible to participate if they reached their 
goal set by their classroom teacher. As part of the fall 
themed celebration, students created bookmarks out 
of leaves, watched a film about how food is grown, 
enjoyed a cookie and juice snack, and competed in 
fall themed games in the gym. In addition, each 
class named a Very Important Reader based 
on teacher recommendation. These students 
received a school store gift certificate and had 
their pictures added to the reading wall of fame. 
Students were excited to be rewarded for their hard 
work and dedication to reading nightly.
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DMS Holds National 
Bullying Prevention 
Month Poster Contest
The	Dunkirk	Middle	School	Guidance	Office	sponsored	a	poster	
contest	to	culminate	lessons	learned	throughout	October;	National	
Bullying Prevention Month. Posters were judged on creativity, 
originality, quality of design and the ability to communicate a clear 
and	positive	message	to	remain	bully-free.	The	Guidance	Office	was	
surprised	and	excited	that	over	50	students	chose	to	participate	in	this	
voluntary contest! Posters will remain in the halls and classrooms of 
DMS throughout the school year. 

Students Teach  
Students Citizenship
Citizenship was the November PBIS character trait at 
School	#5.	On	November	20,	students	from	Ms.	Kobel’s	
kindergarten class participated in activities about citizenship 
created by Mrs. Prior’s fifth-grade class. The fifth-graders 
created such activities as a memory game, charades, and a 
thumbs up/thumbs down game focusing on what it means 
to	be	a	good	citizen	within	School	#5.	By	being	responsible	
and teaching the younger members of the school about 
citizenship, the fifth-graders actually learned how to be a 
good citizen of the school themselves. The kindergarteners 
enjoyed being taught by the students they look up to as role 
models. The event was such as success that the two classes 
will continue to collaborate on the monthly PBIS traits. 

Million Minute Reading Challenge
A challenge has been issued to the students at School #7. They 
have been challenged to read for 1,000,000 minutes and they  
are working hard to meet that goal! 

The Reading Incentive Committee met and decided the 
students were up to the challenge so they decided to 
get the students reading. Mrs. Baker made a walkway 
which demonstrates the students’ progress from 10,000 
to 1,000,000 minutes. At this point, they have read for 
340,000 minutes.

Halfway through the challenge, the students who have 
been faithful readers will be called down to the main hallway where a large present 
awaits them! There is a HUGE box with presents inside waiting for all readers. 

At the end of the challenge, the students want Mrs. Heenan to do something to show 
them how proud she is of their minutes spent reading. So, on Election Day, the students 
voted for a challenge for Mrs. Heenan to fulfill. The brave principal accepted their 
challenge and has stated she will dress up like a princess and serve every child lunch on 
that day! 

Let’s go School 7 readers! I know you can read for 1,000,000 minutes!!! 

Students Enjoy 
Learning About 
Greek Myths
Mrs.Gawronski’s second-grade class 
has embraced the new Common Core 
Listening and Learning Domains 
with	great	enthusiasm!	Of	the	five	
Domains completed, the class voted 
Greek Myths their favorite so far. 
As a culminating activity, the class 
created a beautiful tapestry depicting 
their favorite Greek God or Goddess 
from the Twelve 
Gods of Mount 
Olympus.	Who	
knows, the 
students also 
seem really 
excited about our 
newest Domain, 
Cycles of Nature! 

Congratulations to the following winners: Grade 6: Whitney Hice, Grade 7: 
Angelica Rosario, Grade 8: Barbara Lindquist and Hannah Osar
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Dinner is Served!
The Chautauqua Works Career Club at Dunkirk High School 
organized,	cooked,	and	served	a	holiday	dinner	to	over	50	faculty	
and	staff	members,	on	December	19,	2013.	In	October,	this	club	
also participated in the beach clean-up.

 “I am extremely proud of the direction the group has taken. 
Their ideas, enthusiasm, and outright generosity have instilled a 
positive aura within the high school,” said Kate Piazza, program 
coordinator and E-Net coordinator for the Workforce Investment 
Board at Chautauqua Works. 

From a program that seeks to explore job readiness, community 
outreach,	and	entrepreneurship;	a	sense	of	pride	has	developed	
between the students. Given the opportunity to put their own ideas 
into	action	and	see	results;	student	pride	has	indirectly	taken	the	
form of investment currency, fueling the club’s project initiatives. 

“Since we wanted to make the food for the event, Miss Kate was somewhat worried. I told her she could trust us and we wouldn’t let 
her down. Everything pulled through and we had a great time,” said student club member, Yanaija Potter.

In the next few months, the Chautauqua Works Career Club will be working with SUNY Fredonia’s ENACTUS Group on a project that 
hones in on a random act of kindness concept. The club will also be planning a Career Fair for the entire high school. Stay tuned!

Back Row: Monica McCall, Mikaila Townsend, Benjamin White-Shurry, 
Giovanni Robles, and Elijah Rivera. Front Row: Brittney Morgan, Alissa 
Marshall, Travis Maxwell, China DeJesus, Jermaine Willburn, Kate Piazza, and 
Yanaija Potter.

Student Ambassadors 
Provide Holiday Help
The Dunkirk Middle School Student Ambassadors is a group of 
middle school students who volunteer their time to help others. 
Student Ambassadors mentor new students, assist at DMS 
events, and help out in the local community.

Student Ambassadors spent the weekend before Christmas 
volunteering for the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Community 
Christmas Basket Project.

Thirteen	Ambassadors	volunteered	on	Friday,	December	20	
from 6:00-8:30 p.m. They helped move food and gift items and 
prepared the NCCS gym for the event. It was vigorous, physical 
work, but they were up to the challenge.

On	Saturday,	December	21	-	22	Student	Ambassadors	joined	
other individual and group volunteers to donate their time from 

8:45	a.m.-2:00	p.m.	Students	were	each	assigned	an	anonymous	
family. They then “shopped” through the halls and rooms of 
NCCS and traveled to Big Lots to select age-appropriate gifts for 
members of their assigned family. Students then wrapped and 
labeled the gifts. 

Sunday,	December	22	brought	six	Student	Ambassadors	out	to	
help with the distribution of the food and gifts to families. They 
put in another long period of volunteer work by showing up at 
10:00	a.m.	and	staying	until	2:30	p.m.	They	were	able	to	see	the	
smiling faces of those who benefited from their hard work and 
dedication.

DMS Student Ambassadors who participated included:

6th Graders: Alex Bradley, Kenya Casey, Kaitlyn Davis, Mariah 
Glowniak,	Whitney	Hice,	Alondra	Jimenez,	Nereidalys	Ortiz,	
Brianna Padilla, Alegria Solares, Flavio Vega and Tiana White.

7th Graders: Emily Baumgartner, Morgan Byham, Jordan 
Francis, Colmari Garcia, Brisa and Selena Garcia Gonzalez, 
Dylan Mancuso, Samantha Michalak, Tristan Skelly and 
Isabella	and	Olivia	Surma.

8th Graders:	Olivia	Manzella,	Rebecca	Mekus,	Jasmarie	Ortiz,	
Larry Pacheco and Kendra Welka.

Over	150	families	received	assistance	through	the	St.	Elizabeth	
Ann	Seton	Church	CYO.	The	Student	Ambassadors	
had a great time while helping others in the 
process. They look forward to doing 
this event again next year. 

If any group or organization has 
community service ideas for the 
DMS Student Ambassadors, please 
call 366-9300, x*3388.  
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Stock Market 
Challenge
Congratulations to the following Dunkirk 
High School business students for 
competing in the Stock Market Challenge 
on	November	14,	2013	at	the	Adam’s	
Mark Hotel in Buffalo:

•	 Placing	6th	was	the	team	of	Eileen	
Bailey, Carissa Dunn, Kristina Greene, 
and Rosie Montalban.

•	 Placing	21st	was	the	team	of	Zach	
Meadows, Duke Medema, Mark 
Karalus, and Ray Tarnowski.

•	 Placing	33rd	was	the	team	of	Ethan	
Francis, Benita Kelsey, Andrew Saye, 
and Emily Van Wey.

•	 Placing	72nd	was	the	team	of	Angel	
Echevarria, Tyler Mekus, Melissa 
Rodriguez, and Eddie Torres.

•	 Placing	80th	was	the	team	of	Connor	
Aitcheson, Sean Dempsey-Gregory, 
Bernard Morgan, and Troy Smith.

Ninety	teams	competed	from	21	schools	
for a total of 360 students throughout 
Western New York. All students increased 
their stock portfolios significantly and 
learned what it is like to be a stockbroker 
and how to invest for personal use. 
Accompanying the group were Mrs. 
Bongiovanni, Mr. Buckley, and Mrs. 
Bleck. The students represented Dunkirk 
High School well. After the event, Michael 
Winter, HSBC relationship manager, 
sent a letter stating the Dunkirk teams 
demonstrated a positive attitude and were 
very respectful. Congratulations teams! 

Wreath Sales Raise 
Funds for Friendly 
Kitchen and Art Club
Dunkirk	High	School	art	students	created	32	wreaths	
for a holiday sale at the high school. Each student 
designed their own wreath using real pine and 
handmade embellishments. All wreaths were sold 
during a silent auction and the money raised was split 
between a donation to the Friendly Kitchen and the 
Art Club. All efforts were greatly appreciated from 
the DHS buildings and grounds staff, students, and 
teachers. A huge thank you goes out to professional 
wreath makers Lynnie and Jay Collard for donating the 
wire frames and greens used for this project.
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Dunkirk Dunks for Donations
The Dunkirk Dunks for Donations 
Committee is pleased to announce that the 
9th Annual Charity Basketball Event will 
be	held	on	Friday,	February	28	at	7	p.m.	in	
the Dunkirk High School gymnasium. 

The funds raised during this event will 
help several district staff members and 
students, including School #7 first-grade 
teacher Jill Krzyzanowicz, high school 
ELA teacher Melissa Lefel, high school 
cleaner	Sally	Dolce,	and	School	#5	first-
grade student Yoneill Heredia – all are 
battling cancer. The committee has also 
chosen seventh-grade student Colmari 
Garcia who lost her home and all of her 
belongings in a house fire.

The event kicks off with a children’s 
carnival, hosted by the National Honor 
Society. The carnival runs from 4 to 6 
p.m. and features games and activities for 

elementary-aged children 
at a minimal cost. The 
concession stand will 
be open throughout the 
afternoon and evening 
and there will be a live 
performance during the 
carnival by Marauder 
Steel. 

Marianne Manzella has 
once again organized a 
large Chinese auction that 
will be open at the start of 
the carnival and will remain 
open through half-time 
of the game when winners 
are announced. The auction 
includes many beautiful baskets 
donated by various district 
departments and the community. 

You do not need to be present to win and 
can purchase pre-sale auction tickets by 
calling Marianne at 366-9300, ext. 3388.

The event will conclude with the very 
popular faculty basketball game. When it 
is time for tip-off, senior members of the 
girls’ and boys’ varsity basketball team 
will draft the participating faculty/staff 
members. The game will include some 
audience participation as well as some 
other surprises that promise to entertain. 

Presale tickets for the game are available 
at Matt’s News as well as the Dunkirk 
Middle and High School. Remaining 
tickets will be available at the door. 
Admission	is	$5.	If	you	are	interested	
in making a donation to support a great 
cause, please call committee chairman 
Mike	Green	at	203-7204.	We	hope	to	see	
you there!


